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Overview

Foreign firms doing business in China generally recognize revenues and track their results of operations under 
multiple types of accounting principle bases; PRC tax/GAAP basis (which is a statutory requirement for the 
annual Corporate Income Tax (CIT) filing), US GAAP or IFRS or other foreign GAAP (the reporting accounting 
principles used by the parent company or foreign entity operating in China) and other tax revenue recognition 
bases such as reporting under the VAT regime.

To add to the complexity of the above, on May 28, 2014, the International Accounting Standards Board (IASB) 
and the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) jointly developed and issued a comprehensive new 
revenue recognition standard that will supersede nearly all current revenue recognition rules under both IFRS 
and US GAAP. This standard is – Revenue From Contracts with Customers Topic 606 under US GAAP and IFRS 15 
under IFRS standards.

The effect of these changes on entities operating both in China and abroad will vary, and some may find the new 
standard brings benefits to financial reporting as well as significant changes in the way the entities recognize 
revenue. The guidance was designed to align US GAAP and IFRS revenue recognition standards as well as 
“enhance the comparability of revenue recognition practices across entities, industries, jurisdictions, and capital 
markets.”1  The new principles- based guidance provides a framework that can be applied to “all contracts with 
customers regardless of industry-specific or transaction-specific fact patterns.”2  Additionally, the disclosure 
requirements will also improve an entity’s financial statements description of its revenues.
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The standard is effective for annual and interim periods beginning after 15 December 2016 for US listed (public) 
entities reporting under US GAAP and for annual periods beginning on or after 1 January 2017 under IFRS. 

Early adoption is not permitted under US GAAP but is permitted under IFRS. Because the cumulative effective of 
the change will be required to be presented at the beginning of the adoption period under both US GAAP and 
IFRS standards, entities should immediately begin assessing how the affect on their current revenue recognition 
practices and prepare an implementation plan for the new standard.

Main Differences from Current U.S GAAP and IFRS

The previous guidance on revenue recognition in U.S. GAAP was initially limited to the general guidance 
specifying that an entity should recognize revenue only when realized or realizable and earned. Additional 
interpretive guidance on how to apply the realized or realizable and earned criteria was developed as well as 
other specific authoritative literature on revenue recognition which required an entity to satisfy specific criteria 
before recognizing revenue. Additional industry and transaction specific guidance for recognizing revenue 
were developed and as the guidance became more complex issues about recognizing revenue resulted and 
sometimes similar transactions resulted in entities using different revenue recognition methods.
IFRS revenue recognition standards were not as fully developed and were based on fundamental principles 
different than those used in US GAAP. Because IFRS lacked specific guidance on certain complex topics, many 
times entities used or emulated US GAAP over those topics.
Previous disclosure requirements about revenue under both sets of standards have been considered insufficient 
for allowing financial statement users the ability to meaningfully analyze an entity's revenue.
Other Considerations - Revenue Recognition and Reporting under the VAT Regime and under PRC GAAP or Tax 
Basis

In additional to the external reporting requirements to their MNC or foreign located parents, foreign invested 
and/or listed entities in China must report revenues according to statutory requirements. For annual CIT filings, 
PRC GAAP or PRC tax basis must be used. Each entity is required by law to maintain a set of books on the PRC 
basis. There are various rules under this guidance relating to revenue recognition, such as for the sale of goods 
– certain conditions must be met simultaneously. Those conditions are in alignment with the IFRS guidance over 
revenue recognition. 

Under the VAT regime, which is a turnover tax levied on income rather than profit, the timing at which the tax 
liability on the sales of goods or taxable services arises is specified according to different methods of settlement. 
For example, for sales of goods where a direct payment is made, it shall be the date on which the sales sum is 
received or the documented evidence of the right to collect the sales sum is obtained, and the bills of lading are 
delivered to purchasers, whether or not the goods are delivered. Other methods apply to other situations, such 
as when the sales amount is entrusted for collection or the sale of goods on credit or by installment payments.

The New Revenue Standard - Revenue from Contracts with Customers

The Standard applies to revenues or income from ordinary activities relating to a contractual arrangement with 
a customer.  Leases, insurance, financial instruments and a limited number of other types of transactions are 
excluded from the scope. 
According to the guidance “The core principles of the guidance is that an entity should recognize revenue to 
depict the transfer of promised goods or services to customers in an amount that reflects the consideration to 
which the entity expects to be entitled in exchange for those goods or services.”3  In the guidance, there are five 
steps for an entity to undertake in the process of determine if it is appropriate to recognize revenue:
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Step 1: Identify the contract(s), which represents an agreement creating enforceable rights and obligations 
with a customer.

Contract has been approved and can be written, oral, implied
Has commercial substance
Entity can identify each parties rights and obligations regarding the goods/services
Payment terms can be identified
Collectability must be “probable”
Contracts entered into at or near same time which are negotiated as a package, payment of one 
depends on the other and there is a single performance obligation should be combined

Step 2: Define and separate the performance obligations in the contract.
Distinct good or service, or
Series or stream of goods or services which are substantially the same and have same pattern of 
transfer to the customer

Step 3: Determine the transaction price.
Amount of consideration entity expects to receive, excluding amounts collected on behalf of third 
parties
May be fixed, variable or both
The estimate of the transaction price will be affected by the nature, timing, and amount of 
consideration 

Step 4: Allocate the transaction price to each specific performance obligation in the contract.
Transaction price allocated on a relative standalone selling price basis for each performance obligation
Best standalone selling price is an observable price of a good or service
If selling price is highly variable or uncertain than ‘residual approach’ should be used

Step 5: Recognize revenue when each performance obligation is satisfied.
Determine if performance obligation is satisfied at a point in time or over time
If over time, then based on pattern of transfer to customer
If not point in time, recognize revenue when control transfers

Other aspects of the new standard address certain specific concepts such as principal vs. agencies, warranties, 
sale with right of return, repurchase agreements, consignment arrangements and various other issues. 

Qualitative and quantitative disclosures are required regarding the nature, amount, timing, and uncertainty, if 
any, of revenues and cash flows arising from contracts with customers. This information includes revenue from 
customers and any impairment recognized, disaggregation of revenue, and detailed information about contract 
balances and performance obligations. Another additional disclosure that is required involves what significant 
judgments and changes in judgments were made in determining the timing of completion of the performance 
obligations how management determined the appropriate transaction price and how amounts were allocated 
to performance obligations.  Also, any assets recognized from the costs to obtain or fulfill a contract should be 
disclosed.
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Consequences of the Change and a Plan to Minimize Risk

The new revenue standard requires retrospective application by one of two choices; ’full retrospective’ adoption 
in which the standard is applied retrospectively to all of the periods presented or a ‘modified retrospective’ 
adoption in which the standard is applied prospectively with the cumulative effect of applying the standard 
recognized at the first date of the initial application, with disclosure of the old GAAP relating to the initial 
application period for comparability.
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The guidance allows some practical expedients when applying this standard retrospectively such as an entity not 
needing to restate contracts that begin and end within the same annual period and allowing the use of hindsight 
on variable consideration contracts. 

The upcoming changes in revenue recognition under US GAAP and IFRS and likely changes many entities will 
make in response to the new standard are expected to impact not only financial reporting, but many other 
areas of an entity, such as business operations, system development and have potential tax implications as well. 
Entities are well advised to begin an analysis of how the standard will affect them. An implementation plan 
for the new standard is further recommended and that plan will vary from entity to entity, depending on the 
breadth and depth of impact expected.

In Part II of our two part series on the change in the revenue recognition standard, we will examine suggestions 
for how to transition to compliance with the new standard.



www.lehmanbrown.com

Contact Us 联系我们 
For further information about how we can add value and support your individual or business 
needs, please contact us.
如您希望获得更多信息或者得到我们的支持，请联系我们：

Beijing 北京
6/F, Dongwai Diplomatic Building, 23 Dongzhimenwai 
Dajie, Beijing 100600, China 
中国北京市朝阳区东直门外大街 23 号，东外外交办
公大楼 602
Tel: +86 10 8532 1720  
Fax: + 86 10 6532 3270  
E-mail: beijing@lehmanbrown.com

Shanghai 上海
Room 1501 & 1504, WanTai International Building, No. 
480 North Urumqi Road, Shanghai 200040, China 
中国上海市静安区乌鲁木齐北路（华山路）480 号
1501 & 1504
Tel: +86 21 6249 0055  
Fax: +86 21 6288 1636  
E-mail: shanghai@lehmanbrown.com

Guangzhou 广州
Room 3317, China Shine Plaza, 9 Lin He Xi Road, 
Guangzhou 510610, China 
中国广州市林和西路 9号耀中广场 3317 室
Tel: + 86 20 2205 7883  
Fax: +86 20 2205 7880  
E-mail: guangzhou@lehmanbrown.com

Shenzhen 深圳
Room 3206, News Building 2, Shennan Middle Road, 
Shenzhen 518027, China 
中国深圳市深南中路 2 号新闻大厦 3206
Tel: +86 755 8209 1244  
Fax: + 86 755 8209 0672  
E-mail: shenzhen@lehmanbrown.com

Tianjin 天津
Unit 2901-04, The Exchange Tower 2 189 Nanjing Road, 
Heping District Tianjin 300051, China 
中国天津市和平区南京路 189 号 津汇广场 2座 29 层
2901-104 室
Tel: + 86 22 2318 5056  
Fax: + 86 22 2318 5001  
E-mail: tianjin@lehmanbrown.com

Hong Kong 香港
Unit 1902, 19/F, Asia Orient Tower, 33 Lockhart Road, 
Wanchai,HongKong
中国香港湾仔骆克道 33 号中央广场汇汉大厦 19 楼
1902 室
Tel: + 852 2426 6426  
Fax: + 852 2426 6427  
E-mail: hongkong@lehmanbrown.com 

Macau 澳门
No. 367, Avenida da Praia Grande, “Keng Ou” Commercial 
Building #16, A & B, Macau
中国澳门南湾大马路 367 号京澳商业大厦 16 楼 AB 座
Tel: + 853 2835 5015  
Fax: +853 2837 1884  
E-mail: macau@lehmanbrown.com


